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Federal Court of Appeal File No. A-205-25 
Federal Court File No. T-294-25/ T-432-25 

FEDERAL COURT OF APPEAL 

BETWEEN: 

UNIVERSAL OSTRICH FARMS INC. 

Appellant 

and 

CANADIAN FOOD INSPECTION AGENCY 

Respondent 

AFFIDAVIT OF KAREN ESPERSEN 

I, Karen Espersen, businessman, of 301 Langille Road, Edgewood, British Columbia, hereby 

AFFIRM/SWEAR AND SAY AS FOLLOWS: 

1. I am a director and co-owner of the Appellant in this proceeding, Universal Ostrich

Farms Inc., and as such have personal knowledge of the facts and matters herein,

except where I state they are based upon information and belief, in which case I

believe them to be true.

2. I have read the Affidavit of David Bilinski, made June 2, 2025, in this proceeding

and confirm that the contents of that Affidavit as it concerns myself and Universal

Ostrich Farms Inc. are true and correct.

3. I started working with ostriches in 1990 together with my husband and his parents.
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4. My father-in-law became the first president of the Alberta Ostrich Association and 

served in that capacity for a number of years. At that point I wanted to become a 

veterinarian, but this new industry was so interesting that I learned everything I 

could about ostriches and the industry. 

 

5. In 1991 I started working with Esper Espersen in the Alberta Ostrich Association. 

Over the years I have been a director of both the Alberta Ostrich Association and 

the Canadian Ostrich Association. 

 

6. In 1995 my husband and I began managing quarantines for Rocky Mountain 

Ostrich. Subsequent to that, we operated a farm with 200 breeding ostriches. We 

focused on the benefits of ostrich farming and studied the psychology and 

physiology of the ostrich.  

 

7. In 1999, I founded Universal Ostrich Farms Inc. (“UOF”) and in 2010 David Bilinski 

(“Dave”) joined UOF.  

 

8. I initiated studies in ostrich oil with the University of British Columbia (“UBC”), which 

demonstrated its benefits and determined how to achieve optimal omega ratios. I 

have attached as Exhibit “A” a true copy of a letter from Kim Cheng at the UBC 

Avian Research Centre. 

 

9. I have also been involved in other studies with the UBC studying ostriches utilizing 

a protein mixture to retain ostrich weight through transportation.  

 

10. As with Dave, I have devoted my life to ostriches and in particular to the UOF. If 

the UOF ostrich herd is culled we will not be able to recover, and this will have an 

irreversible financial impact on me. My husband is a paraplegic and he has been 

carrying most the bills for the farming activities to keep the farm moving forward.  

He was hurt at work and has a healthy benefits package that will run out next 

October 2026.  I will not be able to financially recover or survive if the ostriches are 

culled. This is my work of 34 years and I am 60 years old now.  
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11. As a director of UOF, I confirm that UOF undertakes to abide by any order the Court 

may make as to damages in the event that the Canadian Food Inspection Agency 

(“CFIA”) sustains damages as a result of UOF seeking an appeal and stay of Order.  

 

The deponent was not physically present before the commissioner but was present 

through video conferencing, and the process described for remote commissioning of 

Affidavits as outlined by the Law Society of British Columbia was utilized. 

 

 
SWORN (OR AFFIRMED) BEFORE  ) 

ME REMOTELY at Victoria, British Columbia ) 

on June 2, 2025    ) ________________________ 

       ) KAREN ESPERSEN  

………………………………………..  ) 

A commissioner for taking    ) 

affidavits for British Columbia   ) 

 

 

Umar A. Sheikh 
Umar Sheikh Personal Law Corporation 
PO Box 24062 Broadmead RPO 
Victoria, BC  V8X 0B2 
Tel: 250-413-7497 
Email: usheikh@sheikhlaw.ca 
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INDEX OF EXIBITS 

AFFIDAVIT OF KAREN ESPERSEN, sworn June 2, 2025 

 

Exhibit  Page No. 
A Letter from Kim Cheng at UBC Aviation Research Centre 1 
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A
Karen Espersen

Victoria
2 June 25
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