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The BCCDC Foundation for Public Health
and the BC Centre for Disease Control

A Year of Strategy
WITH ANOTHER YEAR OF PROGRESS, more partnerships secured,
and new directions underway, I am very happy to say, with confidence,
we are creating a unique and engaging Foundation with a bright
future. With a dedicated board and staff team, we have been able to
build upon our past successes, and our interim strategic plan, to begin
to set a clear and positive direction for the upcoming years.
Looking back on day one of my term as Board Chair – from the days of
building a website to the upcoming development of a full marketing

DON AVISON
Board Chair

plan; from a logo re-design to co-hosting a public event for 800 people; from introductory
meetings to long-lasting partnerships – we have come a long way. Recognizing we have
much work still to do, we are invigorated for our next phase.
This next phase will see us launch a new strategic plan; a plan that is coming together
through hard work and collaboration between the Board of Directors, staff and BCCDC
leadership. This will both guide our growth and enable us to refine our priorities and
areas of focus over the coming years. Embarking on a marketing strategy, we will raise
the profile of the work that we do, and the partnership with BCCDC, and this will
simultaneously support new philanthropic activities, projects, and partnerships to
create positive and long-lasting public health outcomes.
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Towards the end of our fiscal year we were extremely pleased to welcome a new director
to the Board – Dr Perry Kendall – who brings a wealth of expertise, knowledge and
experience to the Foundation team. Dr Kendall was Provincial Health Officer for nearly 19
years, and in that role came to know the Foundation; with a desire to continue to shape
public health in BC, Dr Kendall decided to take on a governance role to support the
important work that we do in partnership with the BCCDC. We now have a Board of eight
devoted directors and it is always with pleasure that I offer thanks for their ongoing
dedication and expertise.
It is with a positive view that I look to the future of the Foundation – I look forward to
what comes next with our strategic plan and new direction, and to working with my fellow
board directors, our staff team, BCCDC leadership and faculty, key stakeholders and our
external partners as we continue to mark our path forward.

Don Avison
Board Chair, BCCDC Foundation for Public Health
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The Foundation partners with BCCDC to
protect and promote health, prevent harm, and prepare for
threats through research, innovation, and translation.
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Genomics to Clinical Data to
Translational Activities
Generating Actions, Building Systems
Led by Drs Jay Johnston and Jennifer Gardy, Molecular Epidemiology of TB in BC was a
five-year project funded by the Foundation that recently wrapped up, and with our
support the team was able to undertake the largest complete genomic study of TB
transmission to date – nearly 1500 TB genomes. Working on genotyping and sequencing
tuberculosis bacteria collected in BC between 2005-14, Drs Gardy and Johnston feel that
the impact of this project has been profound, a world first, and is generating actionable
insights into TB transmission and is changing how BC approaches TB prevention. The
work has generated 16 publications (with more on the way) and been presented
internationally, with over 50 invited talks and poster presentations. Begun with funds
through the Foundation, additional funds were secured through Genome BC, allowing
the Foundation to successfully leverage our initial investment. When asked to report on
any challenges or limitations encountered during the study, Dr Gardy stated, “None –
this project has been the best experience of our scientific lives so far!”. It is with
statements like that, the Foundation is eager to support such a great team undertaking
valuable work.
The Complex Chronic Disease Program (CCDP) at the BC Women’s Hospital and Health
Centre, which has been extensively supported by the Foundation over the last five
years, includes a clinic and a clinical research program on Fibromyalgia, Chronic Fatigue
Syndrome and/or Chronic Lyme-Like Syndrome. The newest project that we are pleased
to fund, over the next five years, is the CCDP Data Registry. Led by investigator Dr WeeShian Chan, this multi-year project aims to characterize the CCDP patient population to
better serve the population and have better understanding of these debilitating
conditions. This registry will be accessible by researchers over an extended period of
time that will hopefully lead to improved assessments and therapeutic interventions for
the tens of thousands of individuals in BC with symptoms or a diagnosis of Fibromyalgia,
Chronic Fatigue Syndrome and/or Chronic Lyme-Like Syndrome. It is with innovative
data collection and clinical research programs that conditions such as these will be
better understood, and patients will have access to better outcomes. collection and
clinical research programs that conditions such as these will be better understood, and
patients will have access to better outcomes.
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Generating Knowledge,
Exchanging Ideas
The BC Zoonoses Symposium was first held in 2001
to support knowledge translation and networking
between government and researchers, and to
increase collaboration around zoonotic diseases.
The Foundation has been able to provide funding for
the symposium since 2013 – five years of support
that enabled an annual symposium to be held,
whereby more than 865 individuals participated,
representing over 100 different agencies from BC,
across Canada and the US. Participation tripled last
year with the addition of a webcast option, and
archived video footage is available here. It is with
moderate investments such as this that the
Foundation is able to support highly translational
activities that have a huge impact.
The Foundation was pleased to be able to support
the Western Canada Immunization Forum, held in
January 2018, which brought together public health professionals, immunization staff
and primary care practitioners to share scientific, policy and operational lessons
learned, and to inform the planning and delivery of immunization programs in Western
Canada. Held at UBC Robson Square, the event was a collaboration between the
Governments of Alberta, Yukon, Saskatchewan and Manitoba, as well as BC’s Ministry
of Health, the regional health authorities and the First Nations Health Authority. With
20 expert speakers from across Western Canada and the US, more than 260 attendees
were able to learn across three key themes: new recommendations for old and new
vaccines; vaccines in
pregnancy; and vaccine
hesitancy. All of the
presentations are available
here.

6

BCCDC Foundation

ANNUAL REPORT

I

2017- 2018

One of our longest-running grants truly demonstrates our commitment to knowledge
translation and exchange, as well as our partnership with the BCCDC. The BCCDC
Annual Research Week celebrated its 10th anniversary in the fall of 2017, and this was
our 7th year of support. With a very timely theme – “Public Health Emergencies: The
New Normal” – the week was action packed. Activities included two keynote speakers:
Nathan Yozwiak, Associate Director, Viral Genomics at the Broad Institute at MIT and
Harvard, who presented on “Outbreak Response in the Genomic Age”; and BCCDC’s
own Jane Buxton, who spoke on “Naloxone: A Miracle Medication for the Opioid
Epidemic: but is it Enough?”. In addition, there were twelve BCCDC presentations,
two workshops and dozens of posters. Most of the Research Week presentations from
this, and other years, are available here.

The BCCDC Foundation for Public Health has been
a great partner for Science World, collaborating with us
on programs which have engaged our audiences on
compelling topics at the intersection of science and
health. Our partnership has resulted in events which are
educational, fun and further our common vision of
healthy, thriving communities.
Mila Cotic, Director of Public Programs, Science World British Columbia
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Growing our Reach and Raising our Profile
through Partnerships
Building Capacity, Boosting Immunity and Bringing Zombies!
NOT ONLY DID THE FOUNDATION HOST OUR FIRST LARGE PUBLIC EVENT, we did so with one
of our new key partners — an extremely well-known organization, Science World – as well
as zombies! As natural partners, we came together around a special Halloween event, to
make science and health engaging and fun, teaching the science of outbreaks through
zombies. This sold out event helped raise the profile of the Foundation and the BCCDC
together, showcasing our work and doing so in an entertaining fashion. It was wonderful to
see so many BCCDC and PHSA Labs employees volunteer their time and knowledge
developing activities and clues for the mystery; and uplifting to see so many people
fascinated by real information on disease transmission, infection rates and immunization
development, among other things. We couldn’t have done this work without Science
World, and without zombies!
We also worked with Science World to present a free community awareness event on the
overdose epidemic. BCCDC’s Dr Mark Tyndall was one of five panellists helping to shed
some light on the situation and offering insights on how to move forward. Other panellists
included Sarah Blyth, founding member of the Overdose Prevention Society, Sgt Michael
Wheeler of the Vancouver Police Department, Erica Thompson, regional peer coordinator
with Fraser Health and Patrick Smith of Culture Saves Lives.
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We are grateful to Science World for this significant partnership that allows us to be
involved in not only expanding our reach but important community activities. And we look
forward to more fun, engagement, and a strengthened partnership into the coming years.
This year we would like to acknowledge Pfizer, one of our original partners, supporting
activities since early days, and demonstrating a remarkable relationship and successful
partnership. Pfizer’s support has enabled us to develop our capacity and key activities,
such as our strategic planning process, and to support innovative immunization activities
such as Kids Boost Immunity (KBI) and the Western Immunization Forum. We truly
appreciate the ongoing commitment, support, and confidence in our mission, and are
optimistic that Pfizer will continue to be part of our success.
Another funder is now supporting KBI – Pacific Blue Cross – and this new partnership for
the Foundation is helping KBI to achieve its goals of educating children about
immunization, while making it fun for them to learn and also earning UNICEF vaccines as
rewards to vaccinate children across the globe. KBI, a partnership between the Public
Health Association of BC (PHABC),
the BC Ministry of Health, and the
Public Health Agency of Canada, is
expanding and bringing vital
education to kids, parents and
teachers across Canada. KBI is
managed by the BCCDC and the
Foundation is pleased to both
financially support the program
and have been able to develop
new partnerships with Pacific Blue
Cross and PHABC that we trust will
continue into the future.

Left to right: Hon Ginette Petitpas Taylor, Federal Minister of
Health; Ian Roe, KidsBoost Content Strategist, BCCDC; Shannon
Taylor, Executive Director, PHABC; David Morley, President &
CEO, Unicef Canada.
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Financial Statements
March 31, 2018
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Inspiring vision and philanthropy, and growing our reach
through collaborations, the BCCDC Foundation recognizes our
partners and shareholders as key to our success.

25

Thank you to our Partners
It is with your generous support that we are able to pursue
public health excellence:
Donations, grants and other funds provided to the BCCDC Foundation for Public Health allow us to
develop innovative programs and projects and key research activities, to improve the public health
landscape in BC. We would like to extend our thanks to the following partners who supported us in
2017-18:

BC MINISTRY OF HEALTH

LEITH WHEELER INVESTMENT COUNSEL LTD.

PROVINCIAL HEALTH SERVICES AUTHORITY

PACIFIC BLUE CROSS

BC CENTRE FOR DISEASE CONTROL

ST PAUL’S HOSPITAL CME

SANOFI

VANCOUVER FOUNDATION

PFIZER
MERCK
To join us as a partner, please email info@bccdcfoundation.org or phone 604-707-2490. For more
information, please visit our website at www.bccdcfoundation.org
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Thank you to our Board of Directors and our Advisors
It is with a great dedication to public health that these leaders come together to support and
grow the BCCDC Foundation. Coming from diverse backgrounds, they make up a unique team
with the experience and expertise, and the willingness to ‘drive innovation and advance service’
for the BCCDC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ADVISORS

Donald J. Avison

Dr. Robert C. Brunham OBC

Chair, BCCDC Foundation
President, Avison and Associates
Executive Director & CEO, Law Society of British
Columbia

Advisor, BCCDC Foundation
Head, BCCDC Vaccine Research Laboratory

Ellen Chesney
Director & Secretary, BCCDC Foundation
Chief Administrative Officer, Research
BC Provincial Health Services Authority

Carmond Ng
Director & Treasurer, BCCDC Foundation
Senior Associate, Pricewaterhouse Coopers

Cathy Daminato
Director, BCCDC Foundation

Dr. Judith G. Hall OC
Director, BCCDC Foundation

Andrew Hazlewood
Director, BCCDC Foundation

Dr. Perry Kendall OBC
Director, BCCDC Foundation
Public Health Consultant, Dr Perry Kendall Consulting

Kelly Pollack
Director, BCCDC Foundation
Partner, Human Capital Strategies

Dr. Jennifer Gardy
Advisor, BCCDC Foundation
Senior Scientist (Genomics & Molecular
Epidemiology), BCCDC

Dr. Mark Tyndall
Advisor, BCCDC Foundation
Executive Medical Director, BCCDC
Deputy Provincial Health Officer, BC Ministry
of Health
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